


ITALIANS OF THE

Bagsnning April 2, the Gallary of International Naive Art, GINA, located in the heart of Manhattan's Uppar West Side, at
454 Columbus Avenue, (www, ginagallerynyc com ) will feature tha works of talians in an exhibition titled "The Four
Seaspns: The Malves of ltaly,” PRIMO spokea with gallery director Ann Priftis about itafians of the Nalve art genre

The two paintings here are by Cesare Marchesini (left) and Cesare Novi (right). Please tell us about these fwo
lalian artisis.

Marchasini was born 1939 and raised in Monza, Italy. He lived for swhile in Venice and today resides in Tuscany, He
began paknting in his 20s and has continued living sodely from the profits of his artwork for the last 50 years. He has
had solo exhibils throughout Haly as well as in Switzerland and group sxhibitions in Spaén and lsreed. Cesars Novi was
bom 1838 and raised in tha Emilka-Romagna region of italy. He moved to Florenca in 1965 whara he practiced law. He
retired in the 1990s and began painting first as a hobby, then, upon receiving rave reactions from friends and the art
world, began painting as his main vocation. . immediately becoming extremealy popular. He's had group exhibits
throughou! Haly as well s in Spain, Switzerdand and lsraal

How many Halian artisis are featured in your exhibition?

Sovean artiets’ Giovanl Gafll, Cesara Marchesini, Cesara Novl, Luciana Prandini. Alessandra Puppo, Guido Vedovato,
Francesoo Maialo
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NAIVE ART GENRE

How do lalian Maive arfisis compare with others in the world as fo influence, style and guality ?

Just like in all countries, the Maives of italy are influenced by their landscapes and avary day activilies, GIMA shows
anly the bast of the Maive world from all 23 countries L represents, Haly is no exceplion. The paintings are of extremely
high guality and are often mistakan for “un-naive” artworks, Thay paint with a varisty of mediums on sevaral surfaces
including canvas and board. The fact that all thesa artists are making a good living off ariwork they are currently
creating is & very clear indication of its popularity, There is 8 museum of Naive art in Suzzara, italy and ther is talk of
creatng a rew Maive art mussum in Castelvetro

What do you say to Malians who revere the great masters of detail Raphael and Botticelli, for instance, that
Naive art is worthy of their consideration?

The Naive genre has gained popularity and interest and the respact of tha fine an world. Henr Rousseau, Grandma
Mosas and Bolero are but a few of the more recognizable Maive names. The genre has heartwarmng characlanstics
that make it immediately accessible to the viewar, Complaxity |8 no more worthy of consideration than simplicity when
it comeas to art, Tha ea-.nj.--;u-urauafslaum scene and the idealized view of the worid which charactenze Nawe arlworks
are o be considered affributes rather than detriments, it is refrashing that the palntings can be understood and
appraciatad inslantly and viscerally without much explanation or art education. The resulls spaak for themsalves
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